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Professor ION SMEDESCU, A Historical Legitimacy, Acquiring by Giving
Note from the Editor-in-Chief

At the beginning of the nineties, recognized as an early innovator, Professor ION SMEDESCU, PhD,
Founding-President and Rector of the Romanian-American University (RAU), accepted the RAU
challenge, building step by step the RAU’s organizational competencies, encouraging emergence while
considering the importance of the quality of team relations, as well as the quality of the network in
initiating partnerships. Thinking in multiple time frames, anticipating and reacting to discontinuities,
Professor ION SMEDESCU designed the proper roles for RAU future needs, cultivated leaders through
apprenticeship, and involved stakeholders in building desire for change in accordance with his
fundamental sense of noble mission and urgency. He always knew how to guide RAU academic family,
giving shared ambition and purpose, determining a real commitment to the necessary cultural
transformation to keep RAU dream alive and well, never forgetting what makes RAU unique. Always
tenacious in arguments and constant in his coherent efforts, always properly understanding the
student journey, Professor ION SMEDESCU brought all university staff, students and partners renewed
trust, hope and inspiration. Let us not forget his inspiring words: “For me, the Romanian-American
University is everything: my home, my profession and my spare time. This establishment of education
and science is a mirror of me and of my work for tens of years, my eternal soul, and my idea for the
renewal of the concept of work.” Let us also remember the significant thoughts conveyed by Dr.
Ronald E. Carrier, President of James Madison University for over 27 years (considered a legendary
college leader in US): “Bless to ION SMEDESCU. Missed so very much.”
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Professor ION SMEDESCU, A Historical Legitimacy, Acquiring by Giving

Profesorul ION SMEDESCU, o legitimitate istorica, dobandind daruind
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Profesorul ION SMEDESCU a daruit speranta echipei Universitatii Romano-
Americane, fiind orientat spre relatie, evaluand permanent faptele, masurand cu precizie ceea ce
conta in fiecare etapa, faurind si refaurind prioritati, construind orientari clare, incredere
intergenerationald si comunicare adecvata rezolvarii colaborative a problemelor si a gestiondrii
riscului, fiind adeptul si promotorul sistemului de Invatare prin consolidare, imbinand
integritatea cu adaptarea rapida si evaluand alegerile cu discernamant.

Domnia Sa a fost preocupat intotdeauna sa previna deteriorarea oricarui progres de
etapd, cautand atat sa identifice eventualele erori (recunoscandu-le, daca era cazul), cat si ce
poate fi imbunatatit sau actualizat daca s-a dovedit a fi valoros, nefacand economie la efort in
general, inclusiv in materie de consum de inteligentd emotionala.

Profesorul ION SMEDESCU a dobandit o legitimitate istorica, stimuldnd pozitionarea
brandului Universitatii Romano-Americane, prin coerentd narativa, sens stabil de identitate
academica. Domnia Sa a facut mereu cat mai mult din ceea ce facea cel mai bine, iubind ceea ce
face si realizand tot mai mult, hranindu-se cu performanta zilnica si interactiunile zilnice
specifice lucrului in echipa cu lucratorii cunoasterii din Universitatea Romano-Americana.
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Profesorul ION SMEDESCU a pledat in mod constant pentru mai buna Intelegere a
diferentei dintre opinii si adevar, cultivand obiceiurile producatoare de excelenta sustinuta
inclusiv de caracter. In timpul conversatiilor Domnia Sa a cultivat intelegerea profunda si chiar
inovarea pornind inclusiv de la dezacorduri, urmarind reformularea ideilor intr-un mod pozitiv,
prin constructie in jurul clarificarilor in legatura cu experiente reale, pe baza de valori identificate
si aplicate in mod deliberat deciziilor.

Intr-un Cuvant inainte al Domniei Sale (la care s-a ficut trimitere in Gazeta Diplomatica
din Bruxelles nr. 45/decembrie 2004) la o carte a Universitatiit Romano-Americane, Profesorul
ION SMEDESCU afirma urmatoarele: << Timpurile se schimbad, valorile absolute — adevar,
bine, frumos — ramdan, conferind mereu purtatorilor lor calitatea de a fi solidari si responsabili
in promovarea educatiei §i a culturii, in adunarea de intelepciune, invataturd, vointda. Unul
dintre parintii natiunii americane, Thomas Jefferson, a raspuns la o intrebare despre Universitatea
Virginia (pe care a fondat-0), dupa cum urmeaza: “Aici noi mergem dupa adevar oriunde poate
conduce”. Jean Monet, unul dintre parintii Uniunii Europene, spunea la randul sau ca: “Educatia
si cultura constituie cheia integrarii europene”. >>

Theodor Valentin Purcarea

Professor at Romanian-American University

https://www.rau.ro/purcarea-theodor-valentin/?lang=en

Editor-in-Chief “Holistic Marketing Management”

http://holisticmarketingmanagement.ro/

http://holisticmarketingmanagement.ro/news/history/

o Member of the Advisory Board of the Romanian Competition Council

o President of the Romanian Distribution Committee

Editor-in-Chief “Romanian Distribution Committee Magazine”

https://www.distribution-magazine.eu/magazine/

https://www.crd-aida.ro/news/

e Editorial Consultant and Co-author of the Volume “Pages firom the Romanian Economic Higher Education History, 1843-2013”, ASE
Publishing House, launched by the Association of Faculties of Economics in Romania (AFER), Friday, November 22, 2013, at the Aula
Magna of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies (ASE)

o Associate Scientific Researcher (I), National Institute for Economic Research “Costin C. Kiritescu” (INCE), Romanian Academy

o The “Virgil Madgearu” Prize awarded by the Romanian Academy on 19th December 2003 (“Marketing. Preparation of the way to
competitiveness”, first author)

o The “Victor Babes” Prize awarded by the Romanian Academy on December 2009 (“Healthcare Services Marketing”, co-author)

e The “Victor Slavescu” Prize awarded by the Romanian Academy on December 2009 (“Business Management Treaty”, co-author)

o Brussels Diplomatic Gazette, no. 45/December 2004, introduces him as a ,,personality of the associative International World, enjoying a
great reputation”. Rene Boissin, President of the Belgian Diplomatic Club, made in 2004 an “Introduction” to the book ,,Diplomatic and
protocol customs” (presented in Brussels Diplomatic Gazette)
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